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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 06803 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, FR, AG, SS, US 

SUBJECT: MITTERAND VISIT TO ALGERIA; SAHARA 
REFS: (A) ALGIERS 584; (B) PARIS 6155 (BOTH NOTAL) 

1 . ROBERT PONTILLON, PS SECRETARY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS WHO ACCOMPANIED MITTERRAND ON HIS TRIP TO 
ALGERIA, TOLD EMBOFFS MARCH 5 THAT THE DELAY IN 
ISSUING THE JOINT PS-FLN COMMUNIQUE WAS DUE TO THE PS 
REFUSAL TO ACCEPT LANGUAGE PROPOSED BY THE ALGERIANS 
SHARPLY CRITICAL OF FRENCH GOVERNMENT POLICY TOWARDS 
ALGERIA AND PUTTING ISRAEL'S RIGHT TO EXISTENCE IN 
DOUBT. HE DESCRIBED THE ALGERIANS' RECEPTION OF 
MITTERRAND AS VERY CORDIAL AND CLEARLY DESIGNED TO 
BEFIT A FUTURE CHIEF OF GOVERNMENT. 

2. PONTILLON SAID BOUMEDIENE HAD BEEN LESS MILITANT 
THAN HE HAD EXPECTED ON THE SAHARA QUESTION. 
BOUMEDIENE STRESSED THE SELF-DETERMINATION THEME. BUT 
SAID HE WANTED A DIPLOMATIC, NOT A MILITARY SOLUTION. 
PONTILLON MENTIONED TO EMBOFFS THE SHORT-LIVED, 
FRENCH-INSPIRED PROGRAM FOR COOPERATION IN THE SAHARA 
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NIGER, WHICH WAS DROPPED WHEN ALGERIA OBTAINED INDE- 
PENDENCE, AND SAID THAT THE ANSWER TO CURRENT PROBLEMS 
MIGHT BE FOUND WITHIN SUCH A FRAMEWORK. HE ALSO SAID 
THAT BOUMEDIENE HAD SPOKEN OF TRYING TO FIND A REGIONAL 
SOLUTION, BUT IT WAS NOT CLEAR FROM PONTILLON'S RE- 
MARKS WHETHER THERE WAS ANY DISCUSSION WITH BOUMEDIENE 
ABOUT THE TUT .-FATED FRENCH COLONIAL FRAMEWORK. 

3. PONTILLON SAID THAT BOUMEDIENE CRITICIZED THE US 
BUT THAT HE ALSO SAID THE US EMBASSY IN ALGIERS HAD 
BEEN NEUTRAL ON THE SAHARA QUESTION, AS CONTRASTED WITH 
THE FRENCH EMBASSY'S ALLEGEDLY PRO-MOROCCAN ATTITUDE. 
MOST OF BOUMEDIENE'S CRITICISM OF THE IMPERIALISTIC 

PLOT AGAINST ALGERIA'S SOCIALIST OPTION WAS NOT 
DIRECTED AT THE U.S., BUT AT FRANCE, PONTILLON CON- 
TINUED. BECAUSE GISCARD HAD BETRAYED HIS GAULLIST 
HERITAGE AND ADOPTED AN "ATLANTICIST" POLICY, HE 
FAVORED MOROCCO AND HAD NOT KEPT THE PLEDGES HE MADE 
DURING HIS VISIT TO ALGERIA LAST YEAR, BOUMEDIENE 
CLAIMED. 

4. COMMENT: IN PRIVATE, PONTILLON (AS HAVE OTHER 
HIGH PS OFFICIALS) STUDIOUSLY AVOIDED SAYING THAT HE 
GIVES REAL CREDENCE TO BOUMEDIENE'S CHARGES AGAINST 
THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT. NONETHELESS, HIS ACCOUNT OF 
BOUMEDIENE'S ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE U.S. AS COMPARED 
TO FRANCE MAY HAVE BEEN INFLUENCED IN PART BY A 
NATURAL TENDENCY TO PRESENT GISCARD S GOVERNMENT IN AN 
UNFAVORABLE LIGHT. 
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